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The necessitpf developing common goods of coastal communities

By Thomas HgjrupSaxo institute University of Copenhagen, 2011

The theme of the thirday at the2011Sief-conferencd?eople make places Lisbon
is called Ecology and & Ethics. The introduction to this theme takes its point of
departure by saying: Culture takes place.

As ethnologists we know, that culture alwayssts in pluralTherefore we may say
that cultures take placAnd to take place impliethat aplace is ecupied by the one
who takes it.

By saying thisthe twofold meaning of thetroductorysentence becoes more
explicit. When we substitutel@ce with space it means, that the use of spadeen
cultures take placeis a potentially contradictory process, becausepleeificforms
of life using the space are making the places to something qualitatisehct,
useful and meaningful for them.
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The fishing community Astol at tHewedishwest coasis placed at a little island withfine paintedishing family home at every
plot availableThe harbour is now a high valued destination for yachitgb: Thomas Hgjru@2009.



In the projecCoasts of the Futuree are invesgating, how the resources of
Scandinavian coastal peoptElayare maintainedthreaenel, transformed,
undermined, appropriated and developed in new waykfteyent groups. Our t&ds
to participatan the complicated procesy contributing tathe elaboratiof more
sustainable lifenodes and communities in the region, where Swedish, Norwegian
and Danish coasts meet.
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At the Swedishwest coasisland Donsd tanker shipping alwhg distance fishing are the two main occupations of the coastal
families. PhotoThomas Hgjrup 2007.

Most of these communities asbaped through centuries the families and praxisf
fishermen, artisans and seame&his formative processxplains thesaltyspirit of



these communitiegthe communal sentimentdthe way people hawahaped their
placeshouses and homes.

Until recently many of the coastals@urces were marginal and cheap. They were the
last resort for marginalized people from theiagtural hinterlands justlike coastal
resourcesretodayin manydeveloping countries.

Cheap and arginal resourcea nd p | aces a woodeh l®usésiindhe skesnoéGuldholmen, Bohuslen, are today
transformed into commoditiedestirationsand resources in great demaRtioto: Thomas Hgjrup 2007.

The last hundred years have turned this upside dgo&nrope The industrial and
postindustrialdevelopment hatsirned the coastaklues into commodities in great
demand. Wooden housestire skerries, sandy beachssa view]ight, smelland air

from the sedfishing harborsauthentidanding placessandy fields near the shore,
shipmasters residential quartessl i f f s and rocks, sail or 0:¢
heritage etc. arall transformed and traded higih valuecommodities
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Skagen is moldlanding placeandtown whidh is situatedvhere Skagerrak and Kattegat meets at the Danish daattymost of
thefamilies of seamen and fishermen are living in the hinterland behénguarters of their old homes, which are sold to wealthy
people with aareesprofessional lifemode from the big cities and maintained as a large romantic gandettestination for
distinguished leisuref high value Photo:Thomas Hgjrup 2002.

The iight of navigating

The right to saiht the seandthe fishing rightsat the searethe twolegalresources
which havealwaysbeenmost importantor the coastal communities.

Because both of them have been protected bwésternScandinavian coastalaes
none of them have beenwvned as private property and traded as commodities at the
market. Nevertheless thépveoftenbeen under attack during the last thousand
years butat the same time heavitiefended by the states.



European sea powers haveays been keen to mdain the right to sail and thealw
of the sea, because it is the prerequisite and foundatti@ivig industryandits
competent seamen supplying tieeval fleets

Through thousand years shipping vgascessively expanding ast#l snore important occupation for the busy coastal communities
favorably placed as pearls along the sea lines of communicktaghildeis one of many Norwegian old timers still sailing as a part
of the coastal cultural heritagehoto:Thomas HgjrupBohuslen2009.

In our times e industrialization of shipping hasoncentratednost ofthe seaborne
transportation of goods in the hands of large scale opefateosing containers on
keel, road and railway

Before that happenadostcoastal communities @vefavorably placedlong the sea
lines of communicatiofollowing the coasts or crossing the sea from coast to.coast



